Discrimination of normal and at-risk preschool children on the basis of neurological tests.
A set of neurological tasks was administered to normal three- and five-year-old preschool children as well as to equal-age children identified as being at-risk for learning disabilities. 12 neurological test items were identified that differentiated normal from at-risk children at one or both ages. Follow-up of the five-year-olds at age seven showed a significant linear relation between scores on neurological tasks and the Wechsler Intelligence Test for Children. The neurological examination at age five also had predictive value regarding class placement at age seven. The findings suggest that a simple neurological test may be helpful for the early identification of preschool children who are at risk for learning difficulties.